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Data Discovery and Access Scenarios

Scenario 1: I want to visualize ICESat-2 elevation data over a very specific time and 
area of interest prior to download.

Scenario 2: I want to access and customize (subset and/or reformat) a bulk data 
order.

Scenario 3: I want to do all of this programmatically, so I can access and analyze 
data in the same Python-based workflow.
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Data Access: Open Altimetry

More in-depth OA tutorials:

Open Altimetry: Advanced Discovery, Processing & Visualization Services for ICESat & 
ICESat-2 Data
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZanKXh1oQYc

NSIDC Open Altimetry Tutorial for Trees Around the GLOBE Student Research 
Campaign
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kTgFeK42c8&t=1055s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZanKXh1oQYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kTgFeK42c8&t=1055s
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Tools and Services

API and Jupyter Notebooks
https://nsidc.org/support/tool/icesat-2-tools-and-
services

https://nsidc.org/support/tool/icesat-2-tools-and-services
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Tools and Services

icepyx software and community
https://nsidc.org/support/tool/icesat-2-tools-and-services

https://github.com/icesat2py/icepyx

https://nsidc.org/support/tool/icesat-2-tools-and-services
https://github.com/icesat2py/icepyx
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Tools and Services: Data Visualization

HDFView
https://www.hdfgroup.org/downloads/hdfview

https://www.hdfgroup.org/downloads/hdfview
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Tools and Services: Data Visualization

PhotonLabeler
https://github.com/Oht0nger/PhoLabeler

https://github.com/Oht0nger/PhoLabeler
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Tools and Services: Data Visualization

PhoREAL
https://github.com/icesat-2UT/PhoREAL

https://github.com/icesat-2UT/PhoREAL
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Tools and Services: Data Visualization

Panoply
https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply

https://www.giss.nasa.gov/tools/panoply
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Tools and Services: Data Visualization

Shapefile Reformatting
NASA Earthdata Search

https://search.earthdata.nasa.gov/search

https://search.earthdata.nasa.gov/search
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Visit the NSIDC DAAC website for access to 
ICESat-2 data and documentation

https://nsidc.org/daac
https://nsidc.org/data/icesat-2

Contact NSIDC User Services at nsidc@nsidc.org

ICESat-2 Technical Specifications
https://icesat-2.gsfc.nasa.gov/science/specs

https://nsidc.org/daac
https://nsidc.org/data/icesat-2
mailto:nsidc@nsidc.org
https://icesat-2.gsfc.nasa.gov/science/specs
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Thank You! 


